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<xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?>
(" <l Header context start here -->
<Company>
<Companylnformation id="companyA">
<Address> ...</Address>
<I-- Complete structure here >
</CompanyInformation>
<Customers>
<I-- Header context end here -->

202<

<Customer id="cust1">
<I-- Complete structure here -->

<[Customer>
<Customer id="cust1">

<I-- Complete structure here -->
<[Customer>
<Customer id="cust1">

<I-- Complete structure here -->
<[Customer>
<Customer id="cust1">

<I-- Complete structure here -->
<[Customer>

<!~ Large number of body records continue... -->

204 <

<I-- Footer context starts here -->
</Customers>

206<  <DailyActivity date="10/5/2009"/>
</Company>

<I-- Footer context end here -->
.

FIG.2

(~ < Body records will be <Customer> and starts here -->

US 9,477,651 B2

200
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1
FINDING PARTITION BOUNDARIES FOR
PARALLEL PROCESSING OF MARKUP
LANGUAGE DOCUMENTS

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The present invention relates to finding partition bound-
aries in markup language documents, and more specifically,
to finding partition boundaries in markup language docu-
ments to achieve efficient parallel processing of the markup
language documents for extract, transfer, load (ETL) pro-
cesses.

2. Discussion of the Related Art

Typically, large extended markup language (XML) docu-
ments, which can be on the order of a few or several
gigabytes (GB) in size, are used to store information for
further processing. The process for extracting data from an
XML document for storing in a database (e.g., a data
warehouse) is referred to as an extract, transform, load
(ETL) process or ETL job. In particular, an ETL process
involves extraction of data from one or more sources,
transforming the data to fit the operational needs of the
database, and loading the data into the database.

The processing of such large XML documents can be very
time consuming when carried out by a single processor.
Parallel processing of a large XML document (i.e., simul-
taneous processing or processing in parallel of portions of an
XML document by one or more processors) can be utilized
to more efficiently process the document.

Two known examples for parallel processing large XML
documents are: (1) direct splitting of an XML document into
multiple parts at fixed locations; and (2) parsing an XML
document (either using a full parse or a shallow parse) to
determine appropriate partition points within the document,
and then partitioning the XML document at such points for
parallel processing of such partitioned portions.

The first technique becomes nonfunctional in scenarios in
which an XML document has character data (CDATA), a
comment section, a nested node definition and/or some other
section that must remain continuous and not split or parti-
tioned. In particular, direct splitting of such an XML docu-
ment at arbitrarily fixed locations (i.e., locations that have
not been predetermined as appropriate partition points) can
result in splitting of a section that must remain continuous,
which would result in an incorrect or inaccurate processing
of data or a failure to read the markup language in an ETL
process.

The second technique requires parsing of the XML docu-
ment in order to obtain precise and accurate partitions, and
this can be very time consuming depending upon the size of
the document which limits the benefits of parallel process-
ing.

BRIEF SUMMARY

Accordingly, embodiments of the present invention
include a method, a computer program product and a system
for identifying partition locations within an extended
markup language (XML) document without parsing to pro-
cess portions of the document in parallel. The XML docu-
ment includes sections required to remain continuous. The
document is scanned for continuous sections without pars-
ing, and boundaries of the initial partitions are adjusted to
reside outside the continuous sections to determine resulting
partitions for the document.
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2

The above and still further features and advantages of
embodiments of the present invention will become apparent
upon consideration of the following detailed description
thereof, particularly when taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings wherein like reference numerals in
the various figures are utilized to designate like components.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

FIGS. 1A and 1B provide a flowchart depicting an
example method of finding partitioning boundaries and
parallel processing of partitioned boundaries to provide data
in an ETL process according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 2 illustrates an example XML document that is
processed to populate a database with data from the XML
document in accordance with an embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating an example proces-
sor, database, and processing units for partitioning a markup
language document in accordance with the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 4 depicts a tree representing the structure of an
example XML document having multiple partition nodes
that can be processed simultaneously in accordance with the
present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In accordance with embodiments of the present invention,
a method, system and computer program product provides
efficient parallel processing of XML documents (including
“large XML documents, for example, XML documents
having a size of at least about 1 GB) in an ETL process. The
XML documents are partitioned in such a manner that
ensures no splitting occurs between sections that must
remain continuous. This is accomplished without the
requirement of parsing the XML document to identify
suitable partitions. The method of parallel processing
described in accordance with embodiments of the present
invention is particularly useful for ETL processing of an
XML document having a large body of repeating sections or
nodes disposed between a header and a footer of the docu-
ment.

A method of finding locations for partitioning boundaries
within an XML document and parallel processing of such
partitioned boundaries includes a pre-processing phase in
which the XML schema and ETL information are analyzed
to determine partition nodes that are to be partitioned in the
document to populate a database. Next, partition boundaries,
including header context, footer context and the start and
end points of each partition, are identified. Upon identifica-
tion of appropriate partition boundaries, parallel processing
of the partitioned sections at the boundaries is performed.

An example method of finding partition boundaries and
parallel processing of the partitioned boundaries to provide
data in an ETL job according to an embodiment of the
present invention is depicted in the flowchart of FIGS. 1A
and 1B. In addition, an example XML document that can be
processed utilizing the example method is depicted in FIG.
2. The example XML document can be about 1 GB or larger
in size and includes company information with the body of
the XML document including multiple repeated nodes of
customer information, although XML documents processed
accordingly may be larger or smaller.
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In particular, the XML document 200 includes a header
context 202, a footer context 206, and a large body portion
204 made up of repeating Customer nodes at the sub-trees
rooted at the Company/Customers/Customer node level. The
header context 202 includes all data prior to the first occur-
rence of the first Company/Customers/Customer node, while
the footer context 206 includes all data located at the closure
of the final Company/Customers/Customer node.

Referring to FIG. 1A, the first part of the method includes
determination of a partition node XPath in the XML docu-
ment (step 10). A partition node XPath is a path occurring
multiple times within the XML document at the main body
portion of the document. The partition node XPath is pro-
vided based upon the ETL job requirements and the schema
of the XML document. In the example XML document 200,
the partition node XPath may be defined as /Company/
Customers/Customer, with the repeating portions being the
Customer nodes and the defined ETL job compiling data
inside the sub-trees rooted at each Customer node. In a
modified embodiment, the XML document 200 might
include two or more sub-trees at each Customer node. In this
modified embodiment, the ETL process could be configured
such that data is only compiled from one of the sub-trees (for
example, the first sub-tree) of a particular Customer node
and not require any data from the other sub-trees associated
with that particular Customer node. As described in further
detail below, the ETL job or process can use context
information located above (e.g., in the header section) and/or
below (e.g., in the footer section) the partition node XPath
in compiling data for a database.

After the partition node XPath for an XML document has
been determined, the correct partition points within the
document are identified. It is important to determine the
correct point or points within an XML, document for parti-
tioning. As previously noted, known techniques parse the
XML document to find appropriate partition points that are
not located within sections that must remain continuous,
such as CDATA sections, comment sections or nested node
definition sections.

In computer programming, parsing involves a syntactic
analysis of a text or document in order to determine the
grammatical structure with respect to a given formal gram-
mar or rules associated with a particular computer language.
A parser, which is in essence an interpreter or compiler,
checks for correct syntax of the document and builds a data
structure (which can be in the form of parse tree, abstract
syntax tree or other hierarchical structure) utilizing tokens
(such as words), where the parser identifies tokens of the
document from the sequence of input characters within the
document. Parsing in a markup language document is more
than a simple scanning of the document and requires a
number of processing steps including, without limitation,
identification and marking of node boundaries, attributes,
and checking the well formed-ness of the document.

Parsing can be a very time consuming and expensive
process which obviates any potential advantages associated
with parallel processing of the XML document. In contrast,
the present invention utilizes a technique in which an XML
document is scanned (not parsed) to find suitable partition
points within the main body section of the XML document.

As noted above, the header context comprises the section
from the start or some portion at the beginning of the XML
document to a point in the document before the first occur-
rence of a partition node in the partition node XPath (for
example, the first Customer node in the /Company/Custom-
ers/Customer path of XML document 200). After the header
context, the main body portion or section includes a series
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4

of multiple occurrences of the partition node (for example,
the Customer node in XML document 200), and the footer
context comprises the data located beyond the close of the
last partition node in the main body context and the end of
the XML document (shown as section 206 in XML docu-
ment 200).

The header context is identified by parsing the XML
document using any suitable XML parsing technique (step
20). Examples of suitable XML parsers for practicing this
step include, without limitation, pull parsers such as Stream-
ing API for XML (StAX) utilizing Java programming, and
SimpleXML utilizing PHP programming. The XML docu-
ment is parsed from the beginning of the document until the
first occurrence of the partition node defined by the partition
node XPath. The end of the header context is marked at this
location. Thus, the end of header context 202 in XML
document 200 can be marked at the comment “<!--Header
context end here-->".

The footer context is identified by performing a reverse
parsing of the XML document (step 30). The reverse parsing
of the XML document is performed by starting at the end of
the document and parsing backward toward the end of the
main body section. Upon identifying the first occurrence of
the close of a partition in the partition node XPath (for
example, the comment “<!--Complete structure here-->" at
the last occurrence of a Customer node in the /Company/
Customers/Customer path of XML document 200), the start
of the footer context is marked at this location. Thus, the
start of footer context 206 in XML document 200 can be
marked at the comment “<!--Footer context starts here-->".

It may be desirable in certain XML documents and based
upon the requirements of a particular ETL job to merge the
footer context with the header context during parallel pro-
cessing. This facilitates faster processing of the XML docu-
ment by obtaining information present in the footer prior to
reaching the end of the document. This processing optimi-
zation is useful in scenarios in which the ETL job is able to
process footer information prior to processing a particular
partition node path. In particular, for XML schemas of the
type “<xs:all>”, the ordering of data processing may be
relaxed and less constrained and thus suitable for merging of
the header and footer contexts. For other types of XML
schemas, such as “<xs:sequence>" types, the ordering of
data processing may be more rigid and constrained, such that
merger of the header and footer contexts may not be allowed
and the footer context must be processed after the last
occurrence of a partition node in the partition node XPath.

Referring again to the XML document 200, an example
ETL job might convert this document into relational data
and populate such data into a relational table for display
and/or storage in a database (e.g., a data warehouse). For
example, the relational table could include three attributes
mapped to /Company/CompanyInformation/@id (part of the
header context 202), /Company/Customers/Customer/@;id
(part of the body context 204), and /Company/DailyActiv-
ity/@date (part of the footer context 206). In order to process
this document in an ETL job, a typical process would be
required to buffer the entire document until the attributes of
the footer context information are read, and only then can
relational tuples be produced to populate the data in the
relational table. By merging the header and footer contexts
as described in the process of present invention embodi-
ments, each processor can read the header and footer infor-
mation along with the partitioned body information being
parsed to populate the relational table in a time efficient
manner.
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Merging of the footer context with the header context
(step 40) is performed by moving the values of the footer
context to the marked location at the end of the header
context while maintaining the sequencing of the level infor-
mation within the header and footer contexts. For example,
if each of the header and footer contexts includes a sub-tree
rooted at a second level, the level two sub-tree of the footer
is moved after the close of the level two sub-tree of the
header. Referring to the example XML document 200, after
a merger of the header context 202 with the footer context
206, the level two sub-tree of the footer context 206 (/Com-
pany/DailyActivity) is moved to a location after the closing
or end point of the level two sub-tree of the header context
(/Company/CompanyInformation).

The next step in the process is to identify initial bound-
aries or partition points within the XML document (step 50).
The initial partition points can be determined based upon the
size of the document and the number of partitions that can
be generated and processed in parallel, with any suitable
number of partition points being selected. For example, for
an XML document having a size of 4 GB that is to be
partitioned into two parts, the first partition part can start at
0 GB and end at 2 GB, while the second partition part can
start at 2 GB and end at 4 GB. In another example, if the 4
GB XML document is to be partitioned into four parts, the
first part can be from 0 GB to 1 GB, the second part from
1 GB to 2 GB, the third part from 2 GB to 3 GB, and the
fourth part from 3 GB to 4 GB. The example partitions noted
above result in partitions of approximately the same size.
Alternatively, the partitioned parts can be split unevenly so
as to have different memory size parts that are processed in
parallel.

Once the number and size of each initial partition part is
determined, rapid scanning of the XML document is per-
formed from the beginning of the document to the first initial
partition point (i.e., the location in the XMI document
identifying a split between the first and second partitions) to
identify specific sections that cannot be separated or split
and thus are required to remain continuous (step 60). The
types of required continuous sections will depend upon the
XML schema and ETL job being performed and can be
predetermined such that the scanning process looks specifi-
cally for such sections. As noted above, examples of XML
document sections required to remain continuous include,
without limitation, CDATA sections, comment sections, and
nested node definitions. It is noted that the rapid scanning of
the XML document is not a parsing technique but instead a
simple scanning for specific sections required to remain
continuous and which have been predetermined and defined
for identification by the scanning process.

A determination is made regarding whether the initial
partition point is within a section required to be continuous
(step 70 in FIG. 1B). If the first initial partition point is
determined to be outside of any section required to be
continuous, the initial partition point is set as final partition
point (step 80). If the process determines that the initial
partition point is within a section required to be continuous,
the initial partition point is moved to a location outside of the
section required to remain continuous (step 90), where the
initial partition point can be moved to a location in the
document prior to such section or to a location in the
document that is after such section. Thus, the partition
boundary is adjusted as necessary so as to not split apart the
section required to remain continuous. The process then
proceeds to step 80 in which the moved initial partition point
is set to a final partition point.
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The process next determines whether the end of the XML
document has been reached (step 100). If the end has not
been reached, the rapid scan is continued to the next initial
partition point of the XML document (step 110), and the
process is then repeated at step 70 to determine whether the
next initial partition point is within a section to remain
continuous. If the end of the XML document has been
reached, the process proceeds to parallel processing of the
XML document using the final partition points (step 120).

The process described above and depicted in the flowchart
of FIGS. 1A and 1B ensures that no partition boundary falls
within a section of the XML document that must remain
continuous. As noted above, the scanning process is not
parsing the document to establish partition points, so the
process time to populate a database with the data from the
XML document can be orders of magnitude faster than a
typical parsing process that would otherwise be used to
establish partition points for the document.

The final partition points are communicated to the pro-
cessors or XML processing units such that the partitioned
parts can be processed in parallel. In particular, the parallel
processing technique can be configured such that each
processor parses the complete structural configuration of the
XML document, including header and footer contexts
(which may be merged as described above) and a smaller
portion of the body section that is defined between partition
points established by the process. For example, the parser
for a particular processor starts reading from the header
context, then proceeds to the start of the partition portion of
the body to which it is assigned (as defined by the final
partition points assigned to the particular processor) and
parses this partition portion, followed by moving to the start
of the footer context to process information from this point
to the end of the XML document. The parser for each
processor reads a valid XML document but with a smaller
number of data records in the body portion. Thus, the
processors provide the appropriate context information (e.g.,
namespace, header and/or footer data, etc.) that is required
for a particular ETL job.

The method described above is not limited to processing
XML documents having a header context, footer context,
and main body section with multiple repeating nodes similar
to the document depicted in FIG. 2. Instead, the method can
also be utilized to partition XML documents having a variety
of different XML schemas with multiple partition nodes. For
example, the method can be implemented to partition an
XML document including a header context, a footer context,
and one or more further “middle” contexts that are present
within the XML document as sub-trees of two or more
partition nodes. The method can be implemented to merge
the further “middle” contexts with the header and footer
contexts during processing and partitioning and prior to
parallel processing of the XML document. In addition, the
method can be implemented to process a plurality of repeat-
ing partition nodes simultaneously, where each repeating
partition node is processed along with a header and footer
context as well as any other “middle” contexts that may be
in the XML document and may be required to process with
one or more repeating partition nodes.

The general structure of an example XML document
having a plurality of different repeating partition node paths
that can be processed simultaneously in accordance with the
invention is depicted in FIG. 4. In this example, the XML
document includes a root node A, a header context, middle
context and footer context. Two repeating partition paths are
also depicted in the tree as /A/B and /A/C/D, where both the
B* node and the D* node represent multiple repeating
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nodes. The example XML document 200 depicted in FIG. 2
might have a tree structure similar to the tree depicted in
FIG. 4 with the exception that there is no “middle” context
and only a single repeating partition path. As shown in FIG.
4, the two paths leading to multiple repeating nodes B* and
D* can be processed independently from each other, such
that each repeating node can be processed simultaneously in
accordance with the invention. If one or both nodes B* and
D* needs the header, footer and middle contexts for pro-
cessing information, the two repeating partition paths can
still be processed simultaneously in accordance with the
present invention, where each repeating partition path is
partitioned at boundaries residing outside of sections
required to be maintained continuous and then subject to
parallel processing independently and simultaneously with
respect to the other repeating partition path. While the
example embodiment shows two repeating partition paths
with multiple repeating nodes B* and D*; any other XML
schema can also be processed in accordance with the inven-
tion including, without limitation, an XML document with
any number (e.g., three or more) of repeating partition paths
and any number (e.g., none, one, two or more) of middle
contexts.

The method described above and depicted in the flowchart
of FIGS. 1A and 1B can be implemented utilizing any
suitable system including hardware and software imple-
mented in a single module or unit or two or more separate
units. An example embodiment of a system for implement-
ing the method is schematically depicted in FIG. 3. In
particular, system 300 includes a server 302 that is opera-
tively coupled to a database 304, such that information
processed in an ETL job can be provided to and stored on the
database 304. The server 302 receives and/or stores an XML
document 306 to be processed. The server 302 can receive
and retain the XML document 306 from any one or more
suitable sources and/or in any suitable manner including,
without limitation, via cloud computing, via network com-
puting in which the server is operatively coupled to one or
more other servers, via any suitable computer readable
storage medium, etc.

The server 302 is further operatively coupled to a plurality
of processing units 308-N to facilitate parallel processing of
partitioned portions of the XML document 306. Any suitable
number (e.g., two or more) of processing units can be
provided, with the number of processing units depending
upon the size of the XML document and number of parti-
tions to be formed. The processing units 308-N can be
disposed within the hardware of the server 302 or, alterna-
tively, disposed in separate computer systems operatively
coupled to server 302 (e.g., in a network computing envi-
ronment).

The server, database and processing units can be any
suitable computer systems implemented by any type of
hardware and/or other processing circuitry. In particular, the
server, database and processing units may be implemented
by any quantity of conventional or other computer systems
or devices e.g., computer terminals, personal computers
tablets, laptops, etc., cellular telephones, personal data assis-
tants etc., and may include any suitable commercially avail-
able or open source operating system and any commercially
available or custom software (e.g., browser software, com-
munications software, word processing software, etc.).
These systems may include types of displays and input
devices (e.g., keyboard, mouse, voice recognition, etc.) to
enter and/or view information. In addition, the XML docu-
ment may be received and retained by the server in any
suitable manner. For example, the XML document may be
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made available to the server on a recordable medium (e.g.,
magnetic, optical, floppy, DVD, CD, other non-transitory
medium, etc.) or in the form of a carrier wave or signal for
downloading from a source via a communication medium
(e.g., bulletin board, network, LAN, WAN, Intranet, Inter-
net, etc.).

In operation, the server 302 receives and analyzes XML
document 306 to determine information regarding the par-
tition node XPath to be utilized based upon the XML schema
and the particulars of the ETL job (step 10 of FIG. 1A). The
server 302 also finds and marks the end of the header context
and start of the footer context (steps 20 and 30), merges the
footer and header contexts (step 40), and determines the
number and locations of the initial partitions for the XML
document (step 50). Next, the server 302 performs the
scanning to determine where sections required to be con-
tinuous are located within the XML document and ensures
that no initial partition point is located within any such
section before determining final partition points for the
document (steps 60-110 I of FIGS. 1A and 1B). After all of
the final partitions have been determined, the server 302
communicates the final partition information and header and
footer context information to each processing unit 308-N to
initiate parallel processing of the XML document (step 120
of FIG. 1B).

Each processing unit 308-N includes a parser to read and
process the header context and then proceed to the partition
in the body context to which such processing unit is assigned
(based upon the final partition points assigned to such
processing unit). Upon reaching the last element of the final
partition point for the partitioned portion assigned to a
particular processing unit 308-N, the processing unit pro-
ceeds to the start of the footer context for reading and
processing information at this section of the XML docu-
ment. Thus, each processing unit 308-N reads a valid XML
document (with header context, body context and footer
context) but parses a smaller body portion of the XML
document in parallel with the other processing units.

In the parallel processing step, the XML document can be
partitioned by the server 302 at the various final partition
points, with the server 302 subsequently providing each
processing unit 308-N with a smaller sized document includ-
ing the header and footer context as well as a smaller portion
of the body context. Alternatively, the server 302 can pro-
vide each processing unit 308-N with information regarding
the locations of the header and footer context as well as the
final partition points corresponding with the body portion to
be parsed by a particular processing unit 308-N, where each
processing unit 308-N has access to the complete XML
document so as to process only the portions assigned to the
particular processing unit.

The partitioning of the XML document, including number
of partitions to be made within the document, the size of
each partitioned portion, and assignment of partitioned
portions to one or more designated processing units, can be
performed in a variety of different ways and based upon a
particular scenario. For example, the server can be config-
ured to partition the XML document and assign one or more
partitioned portions for processing to one or more process-
ing units based upon the availability and load capacity of a
particular processor. If a first processing unit is determined
to have a greater load capacity and/or a faster processing
speed in comparison to a second processor (for example, due
to the load capacity of the first processing unit and/or the
processing tasks required of the first processing unit in
comparison to the second processing unit), the server might
assign the first processing unit with a larger sized partitioned
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portion and/or a greater number of partitioned portions to the
first processing unit in comparison to the second processing
unit.

Information that has been acquired from reading and
parsing the XML document during the parallel processing
step is transferred to the database 304 for storage in accor-
dance with the ETL process. The information can be trans-
ferred from each processing unit 308-N to the server 302 and
then to the database. Alternatively, each processing unit
308-N can be operatively coupled to database 304 so as to
directly transfer the information obtained during parallel
processing to the database.

As will be appreciated by one skilled in the art, aspects of
the present invention may be embodied as a system, method
or computer program product. Accordingly, aspects of the
present invention may take the form of an entirely hardware
embodiment, an entirely software embodiment (including
firmware, resident software, micro-code, etc.) or an embodi-
ment combining software and hardware aspects that may all
generally be referred to herein as a “circuit,” “module” or
“system.” Furthermore, aspects of the present invention may
take the form of a computer program product embodied in
one or more computer readable medium(s) having computer
readable program code embodied thereon.

Any combination of one or more computer readable
medium(s) may be utilized. The computer readable medium
may be a computer readable signal medium or a computer
readable storage medium. A computer readable storage
medium may be, for example, but not limited to, an elec-
tronic, magnetic, optical, electromagnetic, infrared, or semi-
conductor system, apparatus, or device, or any suitable
combination of the foregoing. More specific examples (a
non-exhaustive list) of the computer readable storage
medium would include the following: an electrical connec-
tion having one or more wires, a portable computer diskette,
a hard disk, a random access memory (RAM), a read-only
memory (ROM), an erasable programmable read-only
memory (EPROM or Flash memory), an optical fiber, a
portable compact disc read-only memory (CD-ROM), an
optical storage device, a magnetic storage device, or any
suitable combination of the foregoing. In the context of this
document, a computer readable storage medium may be any
tangible medium that can contain, or store a program for use
by or in connection with an instruction execution system,
apparatus, or device.

A computer readable signal medium may include a propa-
gated data signal with computer readable program code
embodied therein, for example, in baseband or as part of a
carrier wave. Such a propagated signal may take any of a
variety of forms, including, but not limited to, electro-
magnetic, optical, or any suitable combination thereof. A
computer readable signal medium may be any computer
readable medium that is not a computer readable storage
medium and that can communicate, propagate, or transport
a program for use by or in connection with an instruction
execution system, apparatus, or device.

Program code embodied on a computer readable medium
may be transmitted using any appropriate medium, includ-
ing but not limited to wireless, wireline, optical fiber cable,
RF, etc., or any suitable combination of the foregoing.

Computer program code for carrying out operations for
aspects of the present invention may be written in any
combination of one or more programming languages,
including an object oriented programming language such as
Java, Smalltalk, C++ or the like and conventional procedural
programming languages, such as the “C” programming
language or similar programming languages. The program
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code may execute entirely on the user’s computer, partly on
the user’s computer, as a stand-alone software package,
partly on the user’s computer and partly on a remote
computer or entirely on the remote computer or server. In the
latter scenario, the remote computer may be connected to the
user’s computer through any type of network, including a
local area network (LAN) or a wide area network (WAN), or
the connection may be made to an external computer (for
example, through the Internet using an Internet Service
Provider).

Aspects of the present invention are described with ref-
erence to flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams of
methods, apparatus (systems) and computer program prod-
ucts according to embodiments of the invention. It will be
understood that each block of the flowchart illustrations
and/or block diagrams, and combinations of blocks in the
flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams, can be imple-
mented by computer program instructions. These computer
program instructions may be provided to a processor of a
general purpose computer, special purpose computer, or
other programmable data processing apparatus to produce a
machine, such that the instructions, which execute via the
processor of the computer or other programmable data
processing apparatus, create means for implementing the
functions/acts specified in the flowchart and/or block dia-
gram block or blocks.

These computer program instructions may also be stored
in a computer readable medium that can direct a computer,
other programmable data processing apparatus, or other
devices to function in a particular manner, such that the
instructions stored in the computer readable medium pro-
duce an article of manufacture including instructions which
implement the function/act specified in the flowchart and/or
block diagram block or blocks.

The computer program instructions may also be loaded
onto a computer, other programmable data processing appa-
ratus, or other devices to cause a series of operational steps
to be performed on the computer, other programmable
apparatus or other devices to produce a computer imple-
mented process such that the instructions which execute on
the computer or other programmable apparatus provide
processes for implementing the functions/acts specified in
the flowchart and/or block diagram block or blocks.

The flowchart and block diagrams in the figures illustrate
the architecture, functionality, and operation of possible
implementations of systems, methods and computer pro-
gram products according to various embodiments of the
present invention. In this regard, each block in the flowchart
or block diagrams may represent a module, segment, or
portion of code, which comprises one or more executable
instructions for implementing the specified logical
function(s). It should also be noted that, in some alternative
implementations, the functions noted in the block may occur
out of the order noted in the figures. For example, two blocks
shown in succession may, in fact, be executed substantially
concurrently, or the blocks may sometimes be executed in
the reverse order, depending upon the functionality
involved. It will also be noted that each block of the block
diagrams and/or flowchart illustration, and combinations of
blocks in the block diagrams and/or flowchart illustration,
can be implemented by special purpose hardware-based
systems that perform the specified functions or acts, or
combinations of special purpose hardware and computer
instructions.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of the invention. As used herein, the singular forms
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a”, “an” and “the” are intended to include the plural forms
as well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. It will
be further understood that the terms “comprises” and/or
“comprising,” when used in this specification, specify the
presence of stated features, integers, steps, operations, ele-
ments, and/or components, but do not preclude the presence
or addition of one or more other features, integers, steps,
operations, elements, components, and/or groups thereof.

The corresponding structures, materials, acts, and equiva-
lents of all means or step plus function elements in the
claims below are intended to include any structure, material,
or act for performing the function in combination with other
claimed elements as specifically claimed. The description of
the present invention has been presented for purposes of
illustration and description, but is not intended to be exhaus-
tive or limited to the invention in the form disclosed. Many
modifications and variations will be apparent to those of
ordinary skill in the art without departing from the scope and
spirit of the invention. The embodiment was chosen and
described in order to best explain the principles of the
invention and the practical application, and to enable others
of ordinary skill in the art to understand the invention for
various embodiments with various modifications as are
suited to the particular use contemplated.

What is claimed is:

1. A computer-implemented method of identifying parti-
tion locations within an XML document and performing
parallel processing of the XML document, said method
comprising:

determining, by a processor, a partition node XPath in the

XML based upon extract, transfer and load (ETL) job
requirements and a schema of the XML document
wherein the partition node XPath is a path occurring
multiple times within the XML document at a main
body portion;

identifying, by the processor, a header context of the

XML document by parsing the XML document from a
start of the XML document to a point in the XML
document before a first occurrence of a partition node
in the partition node XPath;

marking, by the processor, said XML document at a

location prior to the first occurrence of said partition
node with an indication of an end point of said header
context;
identifying, by the processor, a footer context of the XML
document by reverse parsing of the XML document
from an end of the XML document until a first occur-
rence of a close of a partition in the partition node
XPath;

marking, by the processor, said XML document at a
location after the first occurrence of the close of said
partition node with an indication of a start point of said
footer context; and

merging, by the processor, the header context and the

footer context within said XML document, wherein the
merging comprises moving values of the footer context
to a marked location at an end of the header context
while maintaining sequencing of level information
within the header context and the footer context, and
each resulting partition is processed with said merged
header and said footer context;

before parsing the main body portion of the XML docu-

ment:

determining, by the processor, locations within said
XML document to form initial partitions,

scanning without parsing, by the processor, said XML
document to identify sections required to remain
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continuous based on the ETL job requirements and
the schema of the XML document,

adjusting, without parsing by the processor, boundaries
of said initial partitions to reside outside said con-
tinuous sections to determine resulting partitions for
said XML document; and

performing parsing via parallel processing of the XML
document, by a plurality of processors, using the
adjusted boundaries of the resulting partitions.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

processing said resulting partitions in parallel to provide
document information for storage.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the adjusting bound-
aries of said initial partitions is performed to maintain at
least one of a character data section, a comment section, and
a nested node definition within a single continuous section.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein scanning said docu-
ment for said continuous sections without parsing and
adjusting, without parsing, boundaries of said initial parti-
tions to reside outside said continuous sections to determine
resulting partitions for said document comprises:

a) scanning said document from a start point of said XML
document to a first partition point to determine whether
the first partition point is located within a continuous
section;

b) in response to a determination that the first partition
point is within a continuous section, moving the first
partition point to a location within said XML document
that is prior or subsequent to an occurrence of the
continuous section;

¢) repeating steps a) and b) with subsequent partition
points until reaching an end of said document, wherein
said scanning occurs from an immediate prior partition
point to a next partition point in said document.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein said XML document

has a memory size of at least 1 GB.

6. A computer program product for identifying partition
locations within an XML document and performing parallel
processing of the XML document, the computer program
product comprising:

a computer readable storage medium having computer
readable program code embodied therewith, the com-
puter readable program code configured to:

determine, by a processor, a partition node XPath in the
XML based upon extract, transfer and load (ETL) job
requirements and a schema of the XML document
wherein the partition node XPath is a path occurring
multiple times within the XML document at a main
body portion;

identify, by the processor, a header context of the XML
document by parsing the XML document from a start
of the XML document to a point in the XML document
before a first occurrence of a partition node in the
partition node XPath;

mark, by the processor, said XML document at a location
prior to the first occurrence of said partition node with
an indication of an end point of said header context;

identify, by the processor, a footer context of the XML
document by reverse parsing of the XML document
from an end of the XML document until a first occur-
rence of a close of a partition in the partition node
XPath;

mark, by the processor, said XML document at a location
after the first occurrence of the close of said partition
node with an indication of a start point of said footer
context; and
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merge, by the processor, the header context and the footer
context within said XML document, wherein the merg-
ing comprises moving values of the footer context to a
marked location at an end of the header context while
maintaining sequencing of level information within the
header context and the footer context, and each result-
ing partition is processed with said merged header and
said footer context;
before parsing the main body portion of the XML docu-
ment, the computer readable program code is further
configured to:
determine, by the processor, locations within said XML
document to form initial partitions,

scan, without parsing, said XML document to identify
sections required to remain continuous based on the
ETL job requirements and the schema of the XML
document, and

adjust, without parsing, boundaries of said initial par-
titions to reside outside said continuous sections to
determine resulting partitions for said document; and

perform parsing via parallel processing of the XML
document, by a plurality of processors, using the
adjusted boundaries of the resulting partitions.

7. The computer program product of claim 6, wherein said

computer readable program code is further configured to:
process said resulting partitions in parallel to provide
document information for storage.

8. The computer program product of claim 6, wherein the
computer readable program code is further configured to
adjust boundaries of said initial partitions so as to maintain
at least one of a character data section, a comment section,
and a nested node definition within a single continuous
section.

9. The computer program product of claim 6, wherein said
computer readable program code is configured to scan said
XML document for said continuous sections without parsing
and adjust boundaries of said initial partitions to reside
outside said continuous sections to determine resulting par-
titions for said document by:

a) scanning said XML document from a start point of said
document to a first partition point to determine whether
the first partition point is located within a continuous
section;

b) in response to a determination that the first partition
point is within a continuous section, moving the first
partition point to a location within said document that
is prior or subsequent to an occurrence of the continu-
ous section;

¢) repeating steps a) and b) with subsequent partition
points until reaching an end of said XML document,
wherein said scanning occurs from an immediate prior
partition point to a next partition point in said docu-
ment.

10. A system for identifying partition locations within an
XML document and performing parallel processing of the
XML document, the system comprising:

a processor configured with logic to:

determine a partition node XPath in the XML based upon
extract, transfer and load (ETL) job requirements and a
schema of the XML document wherein the partition
node XPath is a path occurring multiple times within
the XML document at a main body portion;

identify a header context of the XML document by
parsing the XML document from a start of the XML
document to a point in the XML document before a first
occurrence of a partition node in the partition node
XPath;
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mark said XML document at a location prior to the first
occurrence of said partition node with an indication of
an end point of said header context;
identify a footer context of the XML document by reverse
parsing of the XML document from an end of the XML
document until a first occurrence of a close of a
partition in the partition node XPath;
mark said XML document at a location after the first
occurrence of the close of said partition node with an
indication of a start point of said footer context; and
merge the header context and the footer context within
said XML document, wherein the merging comprises
moving values of the footer context to a marked
location at an end of the header context while main-
taining sequencing of level information within the
header context and the footer context, and each result-
ing partition is processed with said merged header and
said footer context;
before parsing the main body portion of the XML docu-
ment, the processor is further configured with logic to:
determine locations within said XML document to
form initial partitions,

scan, without parsing, said document to identify sec-
tions required to remain continuous based on the
ETL job requirements and the schema of the XML
document, and

adjust, without parsing, boundaries of said initial par-
titions to reside outside said continuous sections to
determine resulting partitions for said document; and

perform parsing via parallel processing of the XML
document, by a plurality of processing units, using the
adjusted boundaries of the resulting partitions.

11. The system of claim 10, further comprising:

a plurality of processing units in communication with said
processor, where said processing units are configured to
process said resulting partitions in parallel to provide
document information for storage.

12. The system of claim 11, further comprising:

a storage database coupled with at least one of said
processor and said plurality of processing units and
configured to receive and store said document infor-
mation.

13. The system of claim 10, wherein said processor is
further configured with logic to scan said XML document
for said continuous sections without parsing and adjust
boundaries of said initial partitions to reside outside said
continuous sections to determine resulting partitions for said
document by:

a) scanning said XML document from a start point of said
document to a first partition point to determine whether
the first partition point is located within a continuous
section;

b) in response to a determination that the first partition
point is within a continuous section, moving the first
partition point to a location within said XML document
that is prior or subsequent to an occurrence of the
continuous section;

¢) repeating steps a) and b) with subsequent partition
points until reaching an end of said XML document,
wherein said scanning occurs from an immediate prior
partition point to a next partition point in said XML
document.

14. The system of claim 10, wherein the processor is
further configured with logic to adjust boundaries of said
initial partitions so as to maintain at least one of a character
data section, a comment section, and a nested node defini-
tion within a single continuous section.
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